A CLEARINGHOUSE NEED FOR AVIATION EDUCATION

Frank G. Mitchell
During April the FAA, NASA, and the Civil Air Patrol will again sponsor the National Congress on Aviation and Space Education. This congress is significant in that it will be the 24th annual meeting which consists of general session speakers, field trips, and small group exchanges on aviation/aerospace subjects. Most important, the congress appears to have established its ongoing role as the major national educational event of the year.
GAMA has been represented in the congress with one of the display booths, and even though our role at the congress is small, we have found tremendous interest from participants in teaching materials on aviation subjects. In fact, over 1,000 sets of GAMA materials have been distributed to teachers and educators at each congress in recent years.
The issue, which I submit in the form of a question, is: In view of the success of the congress, do we need to do anything else at the national level to promote aviation education in the nation's schools?
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My answer is yes, in the sense of providing an ongoing channel of communicating with formal education. I believe we have a definite gap in this area at the national level, and to close that gap we should establish a national clearinghouse in aviation education to work more effectively with the formal field of education, particularly at the elementary and secondary levels.
There are a number of national efforts ongoing today in addition to the congress, and they are primarily those programs dealing with the FAA, CAP, NASA, and Young Astronauts organizations.
All very valid efforts but loosely coordinated mainly through the annual congress program agenda. The difficulty is that the brief time duration of the congress meeting doesn't allow for any serious planning coordination with formal education.
In addition, there are other efforts in various stages of activity that are national in scope including the national 4-H club organization, Aviation Exploring Division of the Boy Scouts, Public Affairs Office of the Secretary of the Air Force, the NASAO Education Foundation, ADMA, AEA, EAA, UAA, AIAA,
